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' ’ ' , IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO
BARBARA A MlKULSKI ‘ ‘ ‘ : OFFICE INDICATED:
MARYLAND : : : [ 1628 YHAMES STREEY, SUITE 400
- , : ‘ S SALTIMORE, MD 21231
* COMMITTEES: : - . v mgm'mw .
APPAGPRIATIONS : . M 512!1’25 52“312 v VOICE/TDD: (410} 3634512
HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, ) ' ' WASHFINGTO_N,_DCZOSW-ZOOGI ) | ' 60 WEET STREET, SUITE 202
AND PENSIONS ' , . : , ANNAPOLU'S, MD 21401-2448-
| e o
R BALTIMO! i
, : 03 . _ o
A t 14, 2002 ‘ [0  sstwvyiangsumess -
’ GREENGELT, MD 207701407 .
: : A 1301) M5-5817
Ms. Fran P. Mainella ' - - - O uwsmwamdriemeT
Directer = N won e ¢
National Park Service _ : O st oRoNGE -
Department of the TInterior S O
- 1843 C Street, NW, Room 3112 \o\? ' : T i810) Bas-TY1H
Washington, D.C. zoz4p -0001 = \cha

Dear Ms. Malnella.

. ' Some time ago I made an :.nquiry to you:r office on behalf of
‘Ms. _g To date, I have not raceived a final reply
;abo,ut this 'matt’er. , _ ‘ .

T have attached a copy of the most recent correapondence o i
to your office.

: Your asslstance in expedlting a. reply is appreciated

Sincerely,

/SMA;ZW

‘ Barbara A. Mikulski
. . B ‘United States Senator

BAM:dgn
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. . ' : REPLY PLEASE REFER
BA.RBARAA,. MIKULSK] . : - < ) W QMYCE INDICATED: TO
] mw , o [ 1629 THAMES STREET, SUNR &0
COMMH‘TEES: : . P Bﬂmmv MD;'I&\
APPROPRIATIONS S gﬁl‘ﬂt@ 518125 gm :  VOICR/TOD: [410) 8624512
HEALTH, SDUCATION, LABGR, " WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2003 = [0 sowestsmerr, sumeza
AND PENSIONS . : L ANNAROLIS, MD 21401-2648
| ' | | T e
August 2, 2002 | BALTIMORE: 4101
. 0 8408 [VY LANE, SUITE 408
: _ GREENBELT. NO 207701407
. £301) 002577
Mr Dav:.d Bernhardt O mm
Director for Congressional & Governmental Affairs {s01) 7erame
U.8. Department of the Interlor o . : o SUNTE 18, PULOMNG &
. ‘ 1201 PEMEARTON BANE
1848 C Street N.W. : L pofiriay
- Mailgtop 6242 - ' o - 1410) Sa7711

"Washington, D.C. 20240 : ‘ o :
Dear Mr. Bernhardt.

I would apprec:.ate 11: if you would review the enclosed _
correspondence and would contact my office as soon as possible
with the appropnate information to respond to my constltuent

o hindgbsingn s .

__ Please send your response in duplicate form to the
“attention of my assistant, Denise Noos, in my office at 60 West B ;
_Street, Suite 202 Annap*zl:.s, Marylaud 21401. .

S

Thank you for your cons:Lderation of this matter.

ar L5
LA

ey

Sincerely,

3
3

‘Barbara A. Mikulski
United States Senator

, BAM:dgn :
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T .Casé Iﬁformation and Privacy Release
" CASE INFORMATION AND PRIVACY RELEASE FORM
AUTHORIZATION

" In order for Senator Mikulski to be of assistance o you, it is absolutely necessary that you provxde all
the information requested below Please print out the form, complete i lt, sign it, and miu] it to the address

listed below.

o @ schwsl

AddreSS'

‘ CltyandZIpCode (_.,l.m o, MDD 2w Oberly njl t_.;gg?‘( - b7¢a_
Daytune phone: -_Evemng phone: L ' ' |
Soc'zal Security number: —________ o |

Please provide any other tracking numbers relevant to your case, such as Vetu'an Case Idenuﬁcanon
number .CSA number, IRS number, INS number: _ :

ol

Federal agency you need help with: Toregt Seruiee

Brief description of the problem (attach more pages if necessary):

:égg v e Qﬁch_é

I hereby request the assistance of the Office of United States Senator Barbm A Mikulski in addressmg
the matter described above, and authorize Senator Nﬁkulskx and her staff to receive any information
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. Case Information and Prh{acy'Release . _ - o Page 2 of 2

' which they may need in order to provide this assistance.

Signature® and Date

*Note: In odalnmplywﬂhumieuofmhwuymdiﬂlndb udumma-mn-mymmmunau(m
‘ bnght contrasting color) .

Please print and mail to:

Umted Statu Senator Barbara A. Miku!sln ‘
" Attention: Casework
Brown's Wharf : e
. Suite 400 I _\\O\Q/\(‘/
Baltimore, Maryland 21231

| {flassu atitch copies of my supparting documenty)

i
I 'iﬂiﬂ. AJE" iZs..
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Mymmeis*lamapoliﬁmlhimnﬂawimafom‘mm;mmme
<twenticth ceamary Oberlin negehmﬂoandalibemlmgiswedvotermmm I.wmetommmyou’
ofmmmmammmaWMgmmul:fmmmmmma ‘
firl ing to turn into an attack on imarmed pecp :
m'-mweeksoﬂm.lmgnheﬁmwedsuﬂuh.intthttawauhoml‘ forest about 7
miles north west of the small town of Watersmeet in the Upper Peninsula in Michigan “the Rainbow
Family” gathered in their anmmal practice to pray for world peace. The Rainbow is 2 differeat thingto
different people. This is one of the largest non-organizations in the world. There is nio inherent hicrarchy
and all people are respecied equally as part of their practice of peacefiul respect for everyone and the
environment We all consider onrselves part of a huge, extended family, po matter what our reason for
- gathering, no matter what our spiritual or religious or political, econamic, or soclal views may be. There are
- uo membership qualifications, no fees or does, no leaders, and virtuzlly no rules other than the one of
“peaceful respect.” Each year, individuals take personal responsibility and work together with others on
whatever they are inspired to do, from office work, to scouting, 1o building the kitchens at the gatherings, Io
"hauling in food and first-aid supplies, to peacekeeping, etc. Every project undertaken operates essentially
on a consensus basis. Pmﬁdpaﬁicmmkaﬁommdwmuonmhowmmgs opetate.

~On June 26, my fri wlmughgaﬁwmpmuewma'mmm
~ feed the people expected to come 0 pray 1ar peace on July 4.  Ag we stood some downed logs up to
support a tarp roof for e kitchen (the minbow family does not cut trees down, they use only downed logs
1o built their amazing structures, then they re-scaiter the logs and rocks used as people leave the gathering
again) All day we heard reports that the forest service was cutting, with chainsaws a trail trough the
. woods for their horses and ATV's to come into the gathering from the back. We did not think too mmch of
- the whole situation, as we did not realize that we did anything wroag according to the laws .Around 4:30
P I hesied people yell:for help, we ran along the path in the direction of the cries and up a hill.
As we ra up the hill, we were confrouied by aborit six ATV's rolling down the path. There were more in
* the woods and many forest service law enforcement officers on harseback two we would later find out.
~ “When we saw the ATV's I ran throv.eh the bushes ran along the path. They told him to move out
-of their way, he did so promptly aor: asked several times to know whar he was doing (hat was illegal. Firet
:the said get-out of the way or-you'll e arrested, he got out of the way further and aguin asked what he was
+doing that was illegal. He wasthen arrested. - During the whole thing he was very cooperative and
. compliant and asked only why he was being arrested. They responded with, "shust up.* As this is
happening I could only watch, I do not know what to say. Soon many mare people were on top of the hill;
we started 10 clrcle around the cops in hopes of talking 1o them reasonsbly that they would not asrest
amyonte, ] tried to see if any of the officers had their badges in hope of calling amention to those who I saw
i omhegmmdbythc,glninot‘ﬂuhm&. 1 heard him agk that they stop hunting bim, all

 nightl that they broke his dmh or lunt him in some way, The law eniforcement officers soon pulled

away from the group where I could no longer sec him. Istarted to tell everyone what I witnessed the
reement Officers doing 1o him. 1 saw another friend in the circle, he and I sat down on the ground
in hopes of calming down the peopis and law enforcement forest rangers, and making them realize that we
were not violent. We were only gathered for peaceful purposes and we were all peaceful people,
uninterested i causing strife. I turned around and we opened our eyes to see four forest mngers on two
ATV's driving toward us, we only had time 1o roll out of the way before getting hit by theny At this point,
the peaceful ciscle umed into 2 mob scene. I saw a horse cross very close to 8 woman she starts crying,
-screaming that the horse had stepped on her. Iwas confused. Isaw ATV's and horses numning around the
circle pushing people: men, women and children who were barefoot and bands raised, unarmed in peace,
out of the way. They screamed at people, yelling at them to get off the land. Out of the woods people
filed down the path with all their belongings or whatever they could carry followed by.cops and forest
service rangers. Soon people stopped panicking and all of the childres who were on the West Side of the
river walked to the other side. We circled and tried to calm ourselves dovn in hopes that the Law

* people they arrested went.” After about 3 half: and a few other forest rangers came o
the circle, they were on horseback and their horses were very I was gffaid of being trampled. They

came 1o the circle to speak with us, they said we were on an archaeological sitc of an early 1900's logging
town. (Note: the forest in which the gathering was held is sisted t0 be clear-cut in 2004, Why would they
clear cut land with targe machinas where there is an important archeological dig that the forest sexvice
claimed could be disturbed by people walking carefully and barefoor.) They told us everyane has to be'off
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chesthdeofthenvu-bymenendayatdawnordseeveryonewonldbeanmd. Wcaskedwhylt
e «was not marked that they said the discovery was recent.  Scon we came to the agreement that evetyone

would leave the West Side by Dawn. A woman came running out of the woods and said that while we
hawbemp&ceﬂxﬂyﬂﬂngmdmmmwmwmgmmmmmmnﬁmm
people's personal belongings and some were being The circle broke up, I tried to talk to a forest
ranger or someone who would know what happened to where I could find him and anyone clse
who had been arrested. At first the Law Enforcement would not answer my questions thea they
only toid me that he would be released in 2 days but they would not tell me where, I stopped trying to talk
to them, I'would find out where hs was on my own since they wonild not help me. Tho only reason I found
out where he was taken was the next day. After calling as many of the nearest towns’ jails that I could find
in the phone book 10 sce if he was imprisoned there, I asked a woman working in the hardware and food
store saw a gil the day before who had somehow found our. I called the Marquette federal court clerk ad
she said that yes he was imprisanad there and that he was going o his hearing and I could call back later.
All four arrested that day are safe and sound. Theywenchmedwhmplngmm;pemit.

! interference and being in a closed ares. -

; Thauwﬂywha!nwmmmhaﬁunmndlmﬁ“mdmemomgdme

L 272002, Itold many pecple and the sntirety was recorded and photographed by people there. I do not

o h:wwhy&cmnbowguh«lngkpamﬂdmﬁgihmlymmrusmwmmm .
fommewaymeywemmd. lmmmalenthspubhcmuvuabumtopaceﬁﬂpeople. _
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United States "~ Forest Wgshington Office ‘ 14" & Independence SW
g:;)artme;t of Service P.0. Box 96090
Agriculture ' _Washington, DC_20090-6090
| Fle Code: 2300-1/1510
PoteNY 21 o3
" The Honorable Barbara A. Mikulski - | | W

United States Senate : . ' ‘ , - 'S

© 709 Senate Hart Office Buﬂdmg o T

. Washington, D€ 20510

: Dear Senator M1kulskl

I wish to apolog12e for not addr our original inquiry. We had received mulﬁplé ,
_ eongrmsxonal inquires on Ms. i);etter and it appears your response was overlooked

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to Senator Sarbanes addressmg the same issue. Ihope this Wlll
serve your needs. _

. Asan update, a pemut was 1ssued for the 2003 gathermg held mnortheastem Utah. I hope this
e will be the first of many legal gathenngs

Should you have any questlons please do not hesitate to contact Ken Karkula at 202-205-1426

| Smcerely,

MWL/@W

" DAVID G. HOLLAND | | 9 5{/ _ W’Q

Du'ector Recreation, Hentage,

and Wilderness Resources Lo -/ \) o X0 O’S

Ly

B " Caringfor the Land and Serving People Protaon Ryl Pape




- United States Forest Washington Office ‘ 14™ & Independence SW
@ _Department of ~ ° Service ~ : , P.0O. Box 960950 -
‘ _Agriculture _ : Washington, DC 20090-6090
| File Code: 1510/2700-1
Date: ,,. A
"NV 22 20
Honorable Paul Sarbanes , . | ' v\
United States Senate : , S ' . \91 C-
~ 309 Senate Hart Office Building ' .

Wasbington, DC 20510-2002

o Dear Senator Sarbanes

~ Thank. you for your: October 2, 2002, letter on behalf of your constltuent,_ The
- event referenced in Ms, ﬁ letter is the annual gathering of the Rainbow Family of Living
Light (Rainbow: Family), held over a 2-week pmod around July 4. This event has been .
occurring on National Forest System (NFS) lands since the mid-1970s. What began as a modest
gathering has now turned into a large event that attracts over 20,000 participants and impacts not
~ only the natural resources but communities in the ithmediate area, partlcularly in regard to public
-; health and safety : .

" In 1995, the F orest Servxoe promulgated regulauons governing authorization of such évents. The
- regulations have three rationales: to protect forest resources and improvements, to address
concerns of public health and safety, and to address conflicts among scheduled and existing uses
" of NFS lands. The Forest Service regulations were patterned after a National Park Service rule
' governing large group gatherings on the Mall in Washington, D.C., which strictly adheres to
| First Amendment requirements. Like the National Park Service rule, the Forest Service
" regulations require a permit to conduct a large gathering. The Forest Service permit is free, does
 not require insurance or bonding, and may be applied for as late as 72 hours before an event.
- . takes place.. Permit applications must be granted or demed within 48 hours of recelpt if they are
. mot they are deemed granted _

~ Since 1995 the Forest Service has tned to obtain a permit, which the agency requires for all

- large gatherings on NFS lands, from the Rainbow Family for its annual gathering. :
Unfortunately, the Rainbow Family has steadfastly refused to obtain a permit for most of these
gatherings. The group’s repeated noncompliance has compelled the Forest Service to issue

~ potices of noncompliance to leaders of these gatherings. In every case (20, including 4 decisions
in the Federal courts of appeals), the courts have found the Forest Service regulations'to be
constitutional. Judges are becoming increasingly frustrated with the Rainbow Family’s lack of -
comphance and increasingly willing to impose stiff penalties, including imprisonment.

I hope that. I have placed Ms. - letter in oontext. Much more background information is
available concerning interaction with other elected officials (Federal, State, and local), oversight
by the Senate Subcommittee on Forests and Public Land Management, and this year's effort by
the Forest Service to obtain a permit from the Rambow Family; to offer smtable alternative sites

@ . e - Caring for the Land and Servihg‘People ‘ © Printad on Racyed Paper ﬁ




Hc;nOrable Peul Sarbaﬁes

_ that, in contrast to the site selected by the Rainbow Family, would meet regulatory requirements;
and to address resource and public health and safety concerns at the annual Rainbow Family
gathering. If you would like more information, please contact Malcolm Jowers, Commander

National Incident Management Team, at (828) 670-5261 x122

-Sincerely,

DAVID G. HOLLAND
Director, Recreation, Heritage,
“and lederness Resources '



